
Open Meeting Meetings 
November 13, 2003  

1:00 PM 
 
 

1. Review Previous Minutes 
 

 Accepted as submitted 
 
2. Old Business 

 
• Associate Member Update 
 

 95 members 
 
• Specification Revision 
 

 Dilution Value – Committee together now that will re-
evaluate this in the light of new studies and information 
available 

 Metal Limits – Evaluate each individual metal and build a 
staircase of penalties; put language to dictate the report 
levels of each metal 

 Corrosion testing – investigating the test and testing on 
other metals: Greg Leist – round robin testing; numbers 
all over the board; reduced surface area possible 
problem with test results; consistency within individual 
labs but not between labs; washer production company is 
willing to make a short run (500,000 pieces) for PNS with 
more surface area (one alloy, one batch of steel); Ron 
and Greg will look at the data to see what we can do to 
get correlation between labs. Look at defining out some 
criteria for the blanks and build the QC sample around 
sodium chloride. 

 Requests for different categories; sodium chloride 
category with a moisture content of less than 5% 

 Toxicity – LD50 concentrations limits, have a committee 
formed on this and will look at this and other 
environmental aspects of our specs 

 Inconsistencies amongst the entities when applying 
penalties – looking at this and trying to come up with 
more uniformity on how they will be assessed. 

 Where are values are now with the 1-100 dilution ratio; 
the confidence in the reading and the value of testing to a 
lower value, may not be viable 



 Evaluate the use of YPS in our salt products – is it 
necessary; use YPS if industry could find a way to keep it 
from segregating out 

 
• PNS Pooled Fund Research 
 

 Nothing is happening at the moment; waiting for a write 
up from members to submit to industry to go to bid on a 
synthesis of what we are doing and produce a brochure 

 T2 Center in Idaho is looking at what is available out 
there (literature search) 

 Statistics of accidents, level of service, etc should be 
included in this project 

 
• Concrete Research Project Update 
 

 South Dakota investigation on the long term effects on 
chloride loading – preliminary results approx March 2004; 
literature is done; all field samples have been taken and 
lab work is started 

 
 

3. New Business 
 

• 2004 PNS Conference 
 

 Kelly Newell, WSU, is in charge of the logistics for the 
conference 

 June 9, 10 & 11, 2004 at the Spokane Ag Trade Center; 
host hotel is the Double Tree; all meetings and the trade 
show will be held in the same building; vendor packets 
out before Christmas 

 TRB is having their meeting June 7, 8 and 9th. They will 
participate in the trade show. 

 Sponsorship packets will be sent out soon. 
 Vendors would like to see topics on public relations; 

truckers association/corrosion issues; Greg Leist and Jeff 
Dobson will try to come up with a proposal for this for the 
conference.  

 
• Items arising out of PNS Closed Meeting 
 

 Montana Field test – wanted to follow up on the 
Washington field test and look at the results in aspect to 
Montana’s concerns. 24 sets of panels that will be put on 
trucks in different environments and 1 panel exposed to 



just the normal elements away from all chloride 
applications; MDT is interested in the relative numbers 
and difference in corrosion between the different 
chemicals 

 
 MDT Bid Results – raised the bar for the corrosion level 

and the value added; are the others looking at this? 
Washington state is looking at raising the bar, but nothing 
has been decided yet; Idaho has not had any pressure to 
change as we are – leave it status quo 

 Washington Salt Study – Will do it again this year; 
Washington has changed few things in regards to what 
they found out last year; washing the truck, wash entire 
truck; 2 pilot project in regards to washing the truck; 
starting with fresh coupons; same environment; will there 
be more controls in place this year? – Was there a 
comparison on the exposure time? – Same temp, same 
conditions, same traffic, etc? –Tracked mileage, 
temperature, etc.  
 
Volume of corrosion on aluminum is nothing, but 
aesthetically it is visible. 
 
Report is not flawed, some things just need to be 
reported a little different. The 70% factor only applies to 
steel, not aluminum.  
 
Shows that there is value in the inhibitor on the road. 
Maybe not the 70% as purchased, but non-the less there 
is a value. 
 

 WTI Test Track in Lewistown – running test in regards to 
TMDL and our abrasives – MDT has a partnership with 
WTI to do some research for us on this test track – 
Suggestion for looking at the performance of different 
products, corrosion, environmental implications, etc. 

 
 
4. Open Forum Question and Answers 
 
 

 Vendors would like to see a little more of a “team effort” like we did 
in the past.  

 



 With the test of the coupons, with the old and new product, how are 
we going to get a good test done? Don’t think that this will impact 
the outcome very much. 

 
 In the future PNS meetings, make time for the 

vendors/manufacturers to meet with the PNS individually. Set up ½ 
hour blocks per vendor and/or manufacturer.  


